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The Adolescent

In the spirit of Montesscri philosophy, the theory
of looking to developmental stages as a guide is
crucial. The notion of respecting people for
where they are in their development and utilizing
their unique developmental stage in order to
supoort the unfolding process of growth is a ba-
sic foundation of Montessori educational design.
Some characteristics of adolescents include:

e« Changes in appearance, self-image, reac-
fions from others and behavior

e FEgocentric
o Prefer active learning experiences with peers
¢ Developing and using abstract thinking

« Want to learn things they consider to be use-
ful or real

e Interest in social order and fairness

e Need to be needed, need for routine, need
for physical activity, need for stillness, need
for belong

Some Things Change,
Others Stay the Same

CMP's lower and upper elementary Montessori

programs serve as a bridge to our middie school
program. Many aspects of the Montessori class-

room they are familiar with follows into the mid-

dle school model along with some new compo-
nerts.

Familiar:

¢ Multi-age classrooms

e Manage your own time

e Responsible for your own education

e 3 period lessons

NEW:

e« Cycles of learning

e 3teachers

¢ Rotate classrooms

o T[extbooks

¢ Letter grades and online gradebook
e Study guides

e Weekly quizzes and final exams

e |Immersion trips

The Montessori Difference

The Montessori middle school design is an integra-
tion of the current research in human develop-
ment, the frends and issues in education, and the
Montessori philosophy. The mission of the program
is to provide opportunities for adolescents to be
self-confident and gain self-knowledge, to belong
to a community, to learn and be adaptable, to
be academically competent and challenged,
and to create a vision for their personal future;
thus, to empower early adolescents.

e Continued Montessori philosophy
e Integrated curriculum

e low teacher/student ratio

e Personal reflection

e Classroom environment allows for movement
and collaboration

e Community of learners

“Ily dear young people: | see the light in your

eyes, the energy in your bodies and the hope that
is in your spirit. | know that it is you, not f, who will
make the future. Itis you, not |, who will fix our
wrongs and carry forward all that is right in the

world." Hebior W andele

Middle School Community Roles

The success of our Montessori middle school
program is directly related to the commitment
from the student, teacher and the family.

Role of the Student
e Contribute as a community member
e learn to manage your owr: behavior
e Attend school every day and be on time
e Attend immersion trips
» Live a healthy lifestyle
* Maintain a positive attitude
e Work independently and collaboratively

e Use yourresources

Role of the Teacher
e Facilitates and guides learning

e Provide and direct students toward re-
sources

e Models continuous learning

s Evaluates progress and mastery of learning

Role of the Family

s Encourage adequate sleep and proper
nutrition

e Help your student with time management
and organization

e Provide opportunities for real-life activities
o Establish routines

e Communicate regularly with the teachers
e Check your student's grades regularly

s Know your resources

s Honor the CMP handbook and guidelines



